STEREOSTONE

hcthcr entertaining guests or simply relaxing on the patio, a product that “Sounds as

good as it Looks™. Full, rich sound broadcast in 360 degrees while the enclosure may
contain a Phoenix Palm, full-bloom annuals and hanging vines of Lilac.* Put in your favorite
large or small plants and water as needed, then put on your favorite tunes and
relax.

Handling up to 250 watts of power, the 360° Omni Planter features an 8”
woofer with a coaxially mounted 1” neodymium-titanium tweeter. This,
coupled with a double-spidered woofer are features typically reserved for
only the most expensive of loudspeakers. This product has a
2 year warranty.

SPECIFICATIONS

e 23” Diameter x 28" Tall

¢ 11.70 Gallon planting area 2700 cubic inches

e Built-in Drainage

¢ Built-in Terminal Cup & Plug

e Roto-molded Plastic Resin cabinet

¢ Exponential Circular Horn

e 8” 2-way woofer with 1" neodymium-titanium tweeter

0 Sensitivity: 90 db +/-3

0 8 ohm

0 Frequency Range: 45 hz - 25k hz

0 250 watt power handling

0 Nylon insect barrier screen

0 Neoprene Seal

0 Available for Commercial Installation with 70v/100v
line transformer

*Plants Not Included
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W hen background music
) is required and you don’t
L3 ‘ﬁi want to see the enclosure,
' the multi-purpose
/- * hanging planter from
a& StereoStone adds both a
beautiful sight as well as
sound to any patio,
balcony or lanai.

%

A fullrange 6.5” duo cone
loudspeaker is mounted in the
bottom of the hanging planter
for your listening pleasure while
the upper half provides
significant planting area for
flowering vines and plants.* All
components of the speaker are
protected from moisture. Water
plants as needed.

SPECIFICATIONS

Approx. Weight:

12 Pounds
Approx. Dimensions:

11.5" Tall x 14" Outer Dia.

11.375" Inside Dia.

Std. Color:

Terra Cotta (Custom Colors Avail.)
Loudspeaker:

100 Watt Power Handling Duo Cone (8 Ohm)
Approx. .30 Cu. Ft. Planting Area (500 Cu. In.)
Nylon Macrame Hanging Planter Holder
Built-In Drainage Line
StereoStone 2-Year Warranty

*Plants Not Included
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STEREOSTONE’S DAVINCI SPEAKER GIVES DULL GARDEN PARTIES

WHAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS NEEDED: GREAT BASS.

BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN PHILLIP
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ontrary to what
my ears are tel-
ling me, a full
fleet of 18-
wheelers has not convened
suddenly in the driveway.
“All my clients really care
about is bass,” the popular
Los Angeles home-theater
designer explains, offering
an apology for the over-
whelming, boomy sound of
the home theater equip-
ment he is showing me.
Truth be told, most con-
sumers judge the quality of
sound by the level of bass.
That may be why rock-

.
shaped speakers suffer 47,
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such a meager reputa- s
tion. Big bass &

usually requires large
woofers housed in volumi-
nous speaker cabinets, and
few rock speakers are en-
dowed with either. As a
result, they fail to get your
toes tapping, so they often
fail to impress.
StereoStone, one of the
principal progenitors of
rock-shaped speakers, is
polishing the outdoor
speaker’s tarnished rep with
the new DaVinci. These
speakers achieve better bass
output by joining a robust,

8-inch woofer and a ported
cabinet, which provides a
deeper bass response than
the sealed cabinets of other
rock speakers. Ported cabi-
nets are fairly common in
home systems, but this is, to
my knowledge, their first
appearance in a rock-shap-
ed speaker.

Why do other manufac-
turers avoid this design in
their rock speakers? Be-
cause water and insects
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could find their way into
the port and thus inside the
speaker enclosure. (Even the
most devout Buddhist
might take a dim view of
beetles warming themselves
on his speaker magnets.)
StereoStone’s engineers
claim that by employing an
L-shaped port tube with a
304 stainless-steel grille and
two nylon filters, they can
effectively eliminate any
possibility of invasion by
moisture or mite.

DaVinci’s designers did
not stop there. They have
also mounted the speaker
drivers from the front in-
stead of from the rear, as in
most rock-shaped speakers.
Thus, the drivers breathe
freely without being sur-

ROCK CONCERT:

With its ported cabinet and

large woofer, DaVinci produce




rounded by cabinet edges
that can reflect sound and
impair performance. The
cabinet itself is made from
an extremely dense, nonres-
onant material.

Most rock-shaped speak-
ers protect their drivers
with a slotted faux-stone
grille that can interfere with
the sound. DaVinci, instead,
shields its drivers with con-
ventional, perforated grilles
of stainless steel that have
little effect on performance.
Although the steel grilles
sport a flecked, faux-rock
finish, they are somewhat
more visible than most
rock-speaker grilles. But
despite their prominent
appearance, | find DaVinci’s
grilles more attractive than
slotted rock-speaker grilles,
but I suppose that is simply
a matter of taste.

The designers chose a
titanium-dome tweeter (the
speaker part that reproduces
the upper range). Accord-
ing to StereoStone, this
tweeter offers both out-
standing performance and
weather resistance. The dri-
ver also swivels, allowing the
installer to point it directly
at you for optimum sound.

I note DaVinci’s greatest
strength almost as soon as I
hit the play button on my
CD changer. Even when

the rock speakers are play-
ing outdoors, I can tell
from my living room that
DaVinci would handily
outshake most other rock
speakers. Every bass note it
produces sounds precise
and natural. And each note
stops when it is supposed
to, rather than lingering to
harmonize with the next.

Much of this bass per-
formance surely results
from the ported cabinet
design, but StereoStone
President Ken Rottner also
attributes it to the speaker’s
design simplicity. DaVinci
does not use electrical
crossover components—
such as coils or capacitors
—to filter the treble (high)
frequencies from the
woofer. (It does have a
capacitor that filters bass
out of the tweeter.)
Rottner says omitting the
electrical crossover compo-
nents helps the amplifier
maintain control of the
woofer, and thus improves
the precision of DaVinci’s
bass response.

There is a trade-off to

this approach, though. With

no electrical crossover
components to filter
high frequencies from
DaVinci’s woofer, the
woofer must repro-
duce almost the
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entire range of the human
voice, and voices do not
sound as natural coming
from an 8-inch woofer as
they do when emanating
from smaller speaker drivers.
But remembering my earli-
er sentiments about what
most consumers value in a
speaker, I feel that 90 per-
cent of DaVinci’s potential
buyers would consider
StereoStone’s design deci-
sions a wise trade-off.

DaVinci positively
blooms when one of my
Wes Montgomery CDs
comes up in the changer.
The speaker’s excellent
tweeter throws a startling
soundstage across my back-
yard, as if an entire jazz
group is floating above the
flowerbed. I find this effect
addictive. And I hear the
same effect as I spin Ha-
waiian slack-key guitar
CDs, orchestral discs and
bluegrass instrumentals. This
speaker performs best at
exactly the task to which I
most commonly put an
outdoor speaker: belting out
hours of jazz CDs as I relax
in my backyard.

From the comfort of my
outdoor recliner, with
cigar in hand and a
healthy supply
of bour- '
bon, I

enjoy

many an afternoon with
DaVinci. It is the closest I
have come to achieving
indoor sound quality out-
doors. And I am not alone.
Rottner says that a major
recording industry figure
recently discarded all 50
rock speakers on his estate
and replaced them with
DaVincis. I thought that
was a conspicuous frivolity
at first, but now I can sym-
pathize. For a list of in-depth
technical measurements and
data, please visit our website
at www.hedmag.com.

B e e
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Rock-shaped speaker for outdoor or
indoor use.

B DIMENSIONS
15 19.1 x 11.5 inches (hwd).

B CONNECTIONS
Five-way speaker-cable binding posts with
weatherproof cover.

B COMPONENTS

Eight-inch polypropylene-cone woofer,
one-inch titanium-dome tweeter.

= PRICE/CONTACT

PRICE: $1,400 per pair
CONTACT: (800) 350-7866
www.stereostone.com




